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for she is a very civil gentlewoman;  and so she
went out of tlie room.

I really did not understand her, but my Mother
Midnight began very seriously to explain what she
meant, as soon as she was gone: Madam, says she,
you seem not to understand what your landlady
means, and when you do, you need not let her know
at all that you do so.

She means that you are under some circumstances
that may render your lying-in difficult to you, and
that you are not willing to be exposed; I need say
no more, but to tell you, that if you think fit to
communicate so much of your case to me as is
necessary, for I do not desire to pry into those
things, I perhaps may be in a condition to assist
you, and to make you easy, and remove all your
dull thoughts upon that subject.

Every word this creature said was a cordial to
me, and put new life and new spirit into my very
heart; my blood began to circulate immediately,
and I was quite another body; I eat my victuals
again, and grew better presently after it: she said
a great deal more to the same purpose, and then
having pressed me to be free with her, and promised
in the solemnest manner to be secret, she stopped
a little, as if waiting to see what impression it made
on me, and what I would say.,

I was too sensible of the want I was in of such a
woman, not to accept her offer; I told her my case
was partly as she guessed, and partly not, for I was
really married, and had a husband, though he was
so remote at that time, as that he could not appear
publicly.

She took me short, and told me that was none
of her business; all the ladies that came under her
care were married women to her; every woman,
says she, that is with child, has a father for it, and